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GANDHI'S request to visit the Punjab was granted at last by the
Viceroy. Rejoined the leaders who were there on October 17, 1919,
and plunged himself in the work with energy and thoroughness.
Though this was his first visit to the Punjab, Gandhi's presence
brought back confidence among the people. Gandhi and the Con-
gress leaders made three requests to the Hunter Committee: "That
the leaders should be released pending inquiry of the committee;
one of the two revision judges should be from outside the Punjab;
the revision judges should have power to receive and call further
evidence where they think necessary." As these proposals were
rejected by the Government, the Congress sub-committee in Lahore
decided to withdraw their co-operation from the Hunter Committee.
The Congress undertook a separate inquiry by a committee com-
posed of Gandhi, Motilal Nehru, C. R. Das, Fazlul Huq and Abbas
Tyabji, with K. Santhanam as secretary. But soon after Nehru,
having been elected president of the forthcoming Congress, resigned
from the committee, Jayakar taking his place.
The main responsibility for organizing the work of the committee
devolved on Gandhi. In the course of the inquiry he visited several
villages and thus got an opportunity of observing at close quarters
the people of the Punjab. Wherever he went the villagers came flock-
ing and laid before him heaps of hand-spun yarn.
The task of drafting the report of the inquiry committee was also
entrusted to Gandhi. Not a single statement, regarding the validity
of which there was the slightest room for doubt, was permitted to
appear in the report. Not a single statement made in the report
was ever disproved.
The Congress inquiry committee's work in the Punjab had just
commenced^when Gandhi received a letter requesting him to
preside ov/v a joint conference of Hindus and Muslims that was